
	
  

The ISO 11171 
Cleanliness Code 

The ISO 11171 Cleanliness Code simplifies the reporting of particle count data by converting particle 
count results into classes or codes. An increase from one code number to the next generally indicates 
that the particle contamination level has doubled. The example below illustrates how particle count 
results are assigned three ISO 11171 code numbers based on the total number of particles equal to or 
greater than a given size range. 
 


